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THE MESSENGER OF LAODICEA

ND by themessenger othe congregation in Laodicea write.” These word&kevelation

3:14 open thenessage ofeproofwhich God had to give tahe Laodicean, or seventh and
last, period of the church's history on earth. The moBil#é¢ scholars agrethat themessages in
the early part of the book &eveldion, ostensibly delivered to seven churches in Adiaor, are
really intended for the Church at large duringses/en stages or periods frédtentecostntil the
complete ending afhe Gospel age. Tlmit these important reproofs and commendations to the
small congregations in Asia Minor (at only two of which believersrzam be found) wouldeem
to give them prominence somewlmait of proportion to theirlsize and activity, even ithe early
church.

A careful scanning athe experiences athe churchhas convincednanythousands of earnest
Bible students thaPaul, the apostle, was tlmessenger to and de Ephesus stage of the
church; St. John, that of the Smyrna period; Arius in Pergamos; that Waldo bore the torch of truth
in the Thyatiradays;that Wycliffe was the outstandirdhampion of basic Bibleeachings in the
time of SardisthatMartin Luther sounded the call tally round God's Word in the momentous
Philadelphia days, lasting frothe Reformatioruntil 1874; andhat Charles T. Russellwas the
devoted hand thdtasswept the harp oBod during these latter Laodicean hours of trial, testing,
and denudation in church and world.

To those who have nget examinedthe testimony on these pointsntight seem likaundue
exaltation to individuals to say that these angels or messengers mentidghe®Reayelatoshould
be, some of them, people whom Wweow. But it must be rememberethat all of God's
mouthpieces have been imperfect men—ihth single exception afur LordJesus ChrisBeing
imperfect men dichot debar them from bearing axelivering a message; and this they did, each
one uniquely in his time.

The sins of the Laodicean period of the church are singular and notable. No oge/@gho
any thought to the matter will confound the conditions now existing with those otlaeryof the
seven churchesdts characteristics ardistinctly asserted—it is (Llukewarm and(2) spiritually
blind. Laodicea (the peoplejadgment) hasot backslidden like Ephesus; shenist sunken in
depravitylike Pergamos; she isot formalistic and hypocriticahfter the manner of Sardié/hat
then? The church peopté this periodare thoroughlyself-satisfied: theyare not‘cold”, they do
not reject theclaims ofChrist; but on the contrarthey recognizehe importance ofeligion to a
certain extentmaking aprofession, papng attention to outwarabservances; and, altogether,
account themselves very respectable religious people. This nominal church lays no peldicular
to high attainment in saintship because slu®s notconsider saintship to be desirableawen
admirable. A little piety she judges to be a useful thing in her pursuits and intbrgstise does
not pique herself on piety nor does she like to mold her character from it. She is lukewarm—Iike a
corpse in the sunlight—Rev. 3:17.

To this church of thespastfifty years, to thisornate,complacent, butniserablywanting
church, God's message has come through Charles Taze Russell.



HIS LIFE AND WORKS

HARLES TAZE RUSSELL, known the world over &astorRussell,author, lecturer and
inister ofthe Gospel, was born at Pittsburgh, Feebruary16, 1852;died October 31,
1916. He was the son of Joseph L. &flida Birney Russellboth of Scotch-Irishineage. He was
educated in theommon schools and under privdtgors. In 1879 havas married to Maria
Frances Ackley. Nahildren blessed this union. Seventeen years later they disagjveat the
management of his journal, and a separation followed.

Reared under thenfluence of Christian grents, at an earlgge hebecame interested in
theology, unitinghimself with the Congregational Church, ab&came active in locahission
work. The doctrine of eternal tormentailf mankind exept thefew elect became sabhorrent to
him that at the age cfeventeen he was a skeptic. He turhiscttention to thenvestigation of
heathen religions, only to find all of them unsatisfactory.

But naturally of a reverential mind, desiring to worship aedve theérue God, he reasoned:
“All the creeds of Christendoalaim to be founded on the Bdy andthese areonflicting. Is it
possiblethat theBible has been misrepresentediay not teach the terrible doctrine of eternal
torment.” Turningagain tothe Bible he determined to make a careful, systematic study of it
without reference to creeds wfen. As a resulthe remainder of hidife waswholly devoted to
teaching the Bible, writing andpublishing religioudbooks and papersecturing and proclaiming
the message of Messiah's kingdom.

He wasnot thefounder of a new religion, and never made sclaim. lie revivedthe great
truths taught by Jesus and the apostles, and turndidhihef the twentieth century upon these.
He made nclaim of a speciatevelation from Godbut held that itwas God's duéime for the
Bible to beunderstood: anthat, beingfully consecrated to the Lowmhd tohis service, he was
permitted to understand it. He was sole editol biE WATCH TOWER from 1879 until his
death.

He was President of the Wat®lower Bible and Tract Society from its organization in 1884
until his death. He was also President of the Peoples Pulpit Association, organized in 1909, and of
the InternationaBible StudentsAssocidion, incorporated in London, in 1913. Through these
religious corporations, asvell as byword of mouth, hepromulgated the Gospel dflessiah’s
kingdom. He was thauthor ofseveral bok and booklet publications, issuedi@iervals between
the years 1881 and 914, most notable amonghich is his series of STUDIES IN THE

SCRIPTURES. The aggregatirculation ofhis books and bookletalone is upwards dfixteen
million copies—in thirty-five different languages.

He organized and conducted a lecture bure&ich constantly employed sevenBible
lecturers, who traveled and delivered lectureshenScriptures. Eacyear hewrote practically all
of the copy for thdBIBLE STUDENTS MONTHLY, theannual distribution of whicamounted
to approximately fifty million copies.

His weekly sermonsvere handled by a newspaper syndicdigre than 200(hewspapers
with a combined circulation of fifteemillion readers, at oneme published higliscourses. All
told, more than 4000 newspapers published these sermons.



HIS TEACHINGS

AVING spuedout the churchistic bodynominalbecause of her lack of zeal addarth of

spiritual insight, Christ Jesuhe invisible Head and Master of the churdfgs dispensed his
present truth through those who are distinguishable forehethings which Babylon lacks—zeal
and sanctified vision. Head and shoulders above all such has stood Charles T. Russell.

He taught, supportingis teachings by constant citation of Scripture authotitgf mandoes
notpossesan immortal soul, but that hea soul and is mortal; that the wagesiofisdeath, not
eternal tormentthat deatlcame upon man dbke justpenaltyfor theviolation of God'daw; that
deathmeansthe destruction of man; that God, his goodness, has providede greatransom
price wherebyman may bealelivered fromthe bondage dofin and deaththat God'shelovedSon,
Jesus, becamemanand grew to manhoodéstate, waput to death as manand raised @ain
from the dead a spirit being, possessing the divine ndhaebyhis death and resurrection Christ
Jesus provided and produced the ransom pricenfor's deliverancand restorationthat Jesus
Christ, by the grace of God, tasted deathefegry manthatevery man inGod's dudime must,
therefore, have fair trial for life, and to this enthereshall be a resvection ofall the dead; that
Jesus Christ ascended into heaven and must ttereecondime; that the period ofime elaps-
ing between the first and second comings of the Lord is devoted to the electiomeftbers of
the body of Christ, taken from among mdémat therequirements for election tthat exalted
position arefull faith inthe shed blood of Jesus as the ransom priftd, @nsecration to do the
Father'swill, and afaithful continuance in obedience to the Father's evi#nunto death; that all
who are thus consecrated and begotten of the holy Spirit and are overcomers shall have part in the
chief resurrection, and be exalted to positions in thevésely kingdom ofGod and participate
with Christ Jesus ihis Millennial reign forthe blessing of althe families ofthe earth; thatluring
the thousand year reign of Christ all the dead shall be awakened and given a fair and impartial trial
for life or death; that under thaeign the wilfully disobedientshall be everlastinglglestroyed,
while those obedient to the righteous rule of Clslsdll be fullyrestored tchuman perfection of
body, mind, andcharacter; thaduring thisMillennial reignthe earthshall bebrought to a state of
Edenic paradise and made fit as a place of habitidoperfect man; that mafylly restored to
perfection, will inhabit tile earth forever.

The positive side dPastorRussell's message mdkerefore, besaid to bewo-fold—that to
the church anthat to the world(lsaiah52:7) To the church it wasraessage athe ransom and
of the second presenceair Lord(which he uderstood to havbegun in 1874); to the world it
was a message tfie ransom and dhiumanrestitution, to followthe events othis age. The
negative side dfis message was one afiticism and even denunciation agaitiet hypocrisy and
sham oftarereligionists, and particularlihe systems which thegupport. Tohim the church was
still but an obscure traveler along thegghway of nationsjand, so far frommixing in and
“leavening”the whole lump okarthly institutions with quasi-religious politics, she was intended
of her Lord toremainseparate from the world and to be engaged irptekminary affairs of his
kingdom.
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PASTOR RUSSELL AT 27

AS HE APPEARED IN 1879 WHEN
ZION'S WATCH TOWER WAS FOUNDED



PASTOR RUSSELL AT 36

AS HE APPEARED IN 1888



PASTOR RUSSELL AT 44

AS HE APPEARED IN 1896



PASTOR RUSSELL AT 50

AS HE APPEARED IN 1902




PASTOR RUSSELL AT 54

AS HE APPEARED IN 1906




PASTOR RUSSELL AT 59

AS HE APPEARED IN 1911




PASTOR RUSSELL AT 64

AS HE APPEARED IN 1916 SHORTLY BEFORE HIS CHANGE
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